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SUB J : JAPANESE ABASSADOR COMMENTS ON SRV POLICIES AND LIFE IN HANOI 

SUMMARY: IN CONSULTATIONS AT FONOFF, JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TO SRV 
TAKAKI HASEGAWA STATED THAT SRV LEADERSHIP IS PRESENTLY PREOCCUPIED 
WITH RECONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS. HASEGAWA BELIEVED HANOI WOULD CONTINUE 
EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH ASEAN NATIONS. HE OBSERVED THAT 
SRV IS TAKING CARE TO BE POLITE AND CORRECT IN DEALINGS WITH PRC 
AND HAD DETECTED SOME LESSENING IN VIETNAMESE CRITICISM OF THE US. 
HASEGAWA FOUND SRV OFFICIALS TO HAVE DISTORTED UNDERSTANDING OF JAPAN 
AND OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES, WHICH HE ATTIBUTED TO THIER RELIANCE 
ON LEFTIST CHANNELS OF INFORMATION SUCH AS JCP. JAPANESE DIPLOMATS 
HAVE MADE NO PROGRESS IN IMPROVING THEIR LIVING OR WORKING CONDI- 
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TIONS IN HANOI. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . FONOFF FIRST SE ASIA DIVDIR KENICHI ITO PROVIDED EMBOFF WITH 
FOLLOWING COMMENTS AND IMPRESSIONS OF AMBASSADOR HASEGAWA REGARDING 
SRV POLICIES AND LIFE IN HANOI. 

2. HASEGAWA'S SAID THAT THE SRV LEADERSHIP IS ALMOST TOTALLY PRE- 
OCCUPIED WITH PROBLEMS OF ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION, A VIEW SHARED BY 
HANOI DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE. 

3. HASEGAWA DID NOT BELIEVE RECENT VIETNAMESE SHIFT TOWARDS MORE 
AMICABLE DEALINGS WITH ASEAN NATIONS IS TEMPORARY TACTICAL MOVE. BUT 
RATHER REPRESENTS MAJOR NEW "POLICY LINE "-CAREFULLY DELIBERATED 
AND THEN QUICKLY IMPLEMENTED BY HANOI. ITO ADDED THAT MOST FONOFF 
ANALYSTS AGREE WITH HASEGAWA'S VIEW THAT THE SRV WILL CONTINUE 
EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH ASEAN MEMBERS. ITO WAS CAREFUL TO 
NOTE THAT MANY PROBLEMS REMAIN BETWEEN THE SRV AND ASEAN, NOT THE 
LEAST OF WHICH IS "TREMENDOUS DISTRUST AND IGNORANCE," AS ILLUSTRATED 
BY THE FRICTION BETWEEN THE SRV AND CERTAIN ASEAN COUNTRIES AT THE 
COLOMBO NAM SUMMIT. NEVERTHELESS, ITO CONCLUDED, "DESPITE MANY ZIG- 
ZAGS," SRV-ASEAN RELATIONS WILL GRADUALLY IMPROVE. 

4. CHARACTERIZING SRV-USSR RELATIONS AS "EXTREMELY CLOSE" AND THOSE 
WITH THE PRC AS "COMPARATIVELY COOL," HASEGAWA OBSERVED THAT HANOI 
IS TAKING PAINS TO BE CORRECT AND POLITE IN ITS DEALINGS WITH THE 
CHINESE. AS AN EXAMPLE, HE NOTED THAT VIETNAMESE PRESS TREATMENT 

OF THE PARACELS/SPRATLY ISSUE IS, IN HIS JUDGMENT, NEITHER INFLAM- 
MATORY NOR EXPLICITLY ANTI-PRC IN NATURE, BUT A CAREFUL ATTEMPT TO 
EXPLAIN A COMPLICATED TERRITORIAL QUESTION TO THE MASSES. 

5. HASEGAWA NOTED THAT WHILE HANOI'S BASIC ANIMOSITY TOWARDS THE US 
HAS NOT CHANGED, HE HAS RECENTLY DETECTED SOME "SLIGHT TONING DOWN" 

OF CRITICISM OF THE US. HE SAID THAT THERE IS A GENERAL VIEW AMONG 
BOTH VIETNAMESE AND DIPLOMATS IN HANOI THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF DIP- 
LOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE US IS INEVITABLE. 

6. HASEGAWA REPORTED THAT HE HAS DISCOVERED CURIOUS DISTROTIONS IN 
SRV OFFICIALS' PERCEPTIONS OF JAPAN AND OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES. HE 
FOUND MANY OFFICIALS TO BE "TOTALLY IGNORANT" OF BASIC POLITICAL 
FACTS ABOUT JAPAN-SUCH AS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER AND 
DIET OR NATURE OF JAPANESE POLITICAL PARTIES. NEVERTHELESS, THESE 
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SAME OFFICIALS OCCASIONALLY SURPRISED HASEGAWA WITH REFERENCES TO 
OBSCURE JAPANESE LABOR DISPUTES OR TO THE CIRCULATION FIGURES OF 
JAPANESE COMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS. HASEGAWA ATTRIBUTED THIS TO HANOI'S 
LEFTIST CHANNELS OF INFORMATION FROM JAPAN-PARTICULARLY THOSE RE- 
PRESENTATIVES OF THE JCP RESIDENT IN HANOI. ITO NOTED PARENTHETI- 
CALLY THAT PRESENCE OF JCP REPRESENTATIVES IN HANOI HAS BEEN PARTI 
CUALR EMBARRASSMENT FOR JAPANESE DIPLOMATS. THEY OCCUPY MORE AND 
BETTER OFFICE SPACE THAN THE JAPANESE EMBASSY AND PREVIOUSLY TOOK 
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PRECEDENCE OVER JAPANESE CHARGE AT DIPLOMATIC FUNCTIONS. SINCE 
HASEGAWA'S ARRIVAL, HOWEVER, JCP REPRESENTATIVES HAVE BEEN RANKED 
WITH VIETNAMESE PARTY OFFICIALS AT SUCH FUNCTIONS. 

7. HASEGAWA FOUND HIGH LEVEL OF INTEREST IN AMERICAN ELECTIONS IN 
HANOI, BUT AGAIN VIETNAMESE DISCUSSIONS ARE COLORED BY CURIOUS MIX- 
TURE OF SPECIFIC FACTS AND LEFTIST INTERPRETATION. NO EXAMPLES 
WERE PROVIDED. 

8. HASEGAWA REPORTED THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO IMPROVEMENT IN LIVING 
CONDITIONS FOR NON-COMMUNIST DIPLOMATS IN HANOI. HE HAS MADE NO 
PROGRESS IN OBTAINING BETTER LIVING QUARYERS OR OFFICES. TRAVEL 
REMAINS TIGHTLY RESTRICTED. ALL OF THE JAPANESE EMBASSY STAFF HAVE 
LEFT THEIR FAMILIES IN JAPAN. ITO NOTED THAT IN HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH 
FONOFF ON THESE MATTERS, HASEGAWA LONGINGLY RECALLS HIS PRECEEDING 
ASSIGNMENT AS CONSUL GENERAL IN HONOLULU. 

SHOESMITH 
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